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Intro 
 
These next 6 weeks are going to be a unique time.  
We will explore the truths behind Christianity 
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What we are going to study in the next sessions:  
 
There are only 4 questions that need to be asked and then answered in the affirmative for 
Christianity and the Bible to be true:  

A. Does TRUTH exist?  
1. If there is no truth or if it is only true for me and not for you, then the Bible can't 

be true because it claims it has truth. 
2. But if there is no truth, then any book written by an atheist can't be true either. 

B. Does God exist?  
1. you can't have a word from God if there is no God 
2. Who is God? A timeless, spaceless, immaterial, powerful, intelligent, creative, 

sustaining, moral being whose every attribute is infinite.  
C. “The Evidence for the resurrection” on Easter 
D. Are Miracles possible? 

1. The Bible can't be true if miracles are not possible 
2. But the greatest miracle has already occurred in the Bible and we have scientific 

evidence for it.  
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E. Is the NEW Testament historically reliable? 
1. The NT can't be true if there is no truth, no God or no miracles.  
2. If the NT is reliable, then the OT is also true because Jesus validated the OT 

F. Science and the Bible.  
1. We will look at scientific statements in the Bible that the authors could not have 

known at the time that were later proven to be true. Also the science behind 
Gen 1 and 2 
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How to submit questions for the Q & A 

1. Text them to Mike Lamb at 978-987-1698 
2. Write them on a piece of paper and pass them to the aisle. Ushers will pick them 

up 
3. Submit them ahead of time 

 
Expect to be challenged 

A. If you are a disciple already: 
1. Why do you believe what you believe? 
2. Do you have a basis for your beliefs other than you “have faith”  

1. Does “faith” make something true?  
3. If your parents were Christian, would you be a Christian if your parents were 

Muslim? 
4. Growing up, I just believed the minister and lost my faith in college when it was 

challenged. I became an agnostic 
B. If you are not a disciple 

1. We will present a reasonable, logical case for Christianity 
2. We will present the case as to what makes Christianity unique 

C. We invite you to ask questions 
1. We will have a Q & A at the end of most sessions 
2. We invite the difficult questions for Christianity has the answers 
3. If we are not able to answer your questions here, we will get back to you 

D. THE QUESTION: “If Christianity is true, would you become a Christian”  
 
 
Body 
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Science vs. faith/religion 

A. Some beliefs about science vs religion 
1. Stephen Jay Gould suggested that religion and science belong to separate 

domains 
1. This is the view that science deals with reality and religion deals only with 

what cannot be proven but is only true through faith 
B. There is a need for both scientific investigation and faith/God to fully understand the 

universe 
1. Einstein quote 

1. “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind 
2. Einstein did not think that science and religion should be separate but 

together. 
3. One needs both. Why 

A. Science tells us the what and the how 
B. Religion tells us the who and the why 
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2. Einstein quote 
1. “The most incomprehensible things about the world is that it is 

comprehensible.” 
3. How is it that we can comprehend the universe?  

1. Many of the great scientists believed that God had given us a rational 
mind in which to search for and find Him  

2. We have been given a rational mind and an ordered universe 
4. God provides:   

1. the orderly laws that are consistent 
2. The rational mind in order to understand and explore science.  

5. The best explanation is that there is a rational mind behind the universe 
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C. The great scientists such as Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, Harvey and Newton were all 
believers in God and in the Bible who discovered how God had ordered the universe.  

1. This is a rational universe 
2. This is a very well ordered under 
3. They looked at the rational mind behind the universe and asked how did God 

order it?  
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4. They saw that God’s divine nature and eternal power would be seen in nature. 
And they set out to discover it.  

1. Romans 1:20 says “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse” 
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D. Science deals with facts but science has limitations. What are some of the things that 
science cannot account for? 

1. Mathematics -  
1. science does not prove that 2 + 2 = 4, but uses mathematics to describe 

laws of nature such as gravity and electromagnetism 
2. Logic –  

1. (Science doesn't prove logic but uses logic to reach scientific conclusions. 
3. Ethical judgments  

1. One can't prove by science that the Nazis were evil or that what Mother 
Theresa did was good because morality is not subject to the scientific 
method 

4. Aesthetic judgments  
1. A beautiful or a barren landscape cannot be scientifically proven 

5. Science itself  
1. The belief that the scientific method discovers truths can't be proven by 

the scientific method  
E. Conclusion: true scientific facts and Christian faith work hand in hand 

1. They are not antithetic but complementary.  



1. To say that science can disprove God is to say that an auto mechanic can 
disprove the existence of Henry Ford who invented the auto engine. 

2. Not only does science use scientific facts, but Christianity uses those scientific 
facts to point one to evidence for God  
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How do you view reality? The 4 world views 

A. The way you look at the world around us will determine how you look at truth and how 
you look at morality  

B. What these worldviews offer:  
1. An explanation of the reality around us 
2. They explain how we can discover truth 

C. The 4 worldviews 
1. Naturalism/materialism 

1. This is the worldview taught in most high schools and colleges 
2. According to naturalism,  

A. God does not exist 
B. Everything can be explained by naturalistic laws and 

phenomena.  
C. Humans 

1. Humans are the result of blind, unintelligible evolutionary 
process that has selected desirable mutations 

2. Therefore we are the greatest mutation in all living beings 
3. Therefore we have a meaningless and absurd existence 
4. Our death ends in being worm food 

D. Morality 
1. Since God does not exist, there is no standard for good for 

God is the ultimate standard of good.  
2. Everything is subjective. We make our own reality. 
3. Therefore one cannot say this is right or wrong, for it is 

only your opinion. 
E. The ultimate realty 

1. is the universe. There is nothing else 
2. Theism 

1. What is it? Theism affirms a personal, intelligent transcendent God who 
created the universe and then acts within the creation 

2. According to theism 
A. God created the universe and established the fine tuning of the 

natural laws 
B. God created first life  
C. Humans 



1. Have purpose, dignity, and value 
2. We are created with a destiny to live with God 
3. Humans are eternal and are given a choice to live with God 

or not 
D. Morality 

1. The nature of God is the source of moral truths and is the 
standard for behavior 

E. The ultimate reality 
1. God working in and through nature which he created.  

3. Deism 
1. What is it? Deism affirms a personal, intelligent transcendent God who 

does not act within the created order after the initial origin 
2. Not popular today. Some of our founding fathers followed deism 

4. Pantheism 
1. What is it? Pantheism assets an impersonal deity present in matter and 

energy 
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So what is the nature of truth?  

A. Definition 
1. Truth is that which corresponds with reality  
2. Truth is that which corresponds with its object 
3. A story or statement is only true if it lines up with what is real. This is absolute 

truth. 
4. So it is not your truth or my truth, but the truth 

 
------------------ 
 
SLIDE 12 
 

B. Types of truth 
1. Objective truth 

1. It is truth based upon the object that does not change from one person 
to another 

2. It is true at all times and all places 
3. Example:  

A. The earth is round is based upon the object “earth” and does 
not change based upon what I believe about it. 

 
 
 



 
------------------ 
 
SLIDE 13 
 

2. Subjective truth (moral relativism) 
1. It is based upon the subject expressing the truth  
2. It is my opinion or belief about an object 
3. Subjective truths are relative to the person 
4. Other people can have other opinions or beliefs 

A. Example: Vanilla ice cream is the best flavor of ice cream 
5. Subjective truths might not match up with reality  

A. I can believe that the earth is flat, but that does not make the 
earth (the object) flat; 
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3. The truth about truth:  
1. there is no such thing as your truth. It is your belief or your opinion.  
2. There is “the truth” and then there is your opinion 
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Characteristics about truth 
We live in a postmodern society where truths about truth persist. It is common to believe that 
truth is relative and not true for all.  

A. Truth is discovered, not invented. 
a. It exists independent of anyone's knowledge about it  
b. (ex. gravity existed before Newton discovered it). 

B. Truth is transcultural. It is true in all places and all times 
a. Example: 2 + 2 = 4 in the US, China, France, and on the moon 

C. Truth is unchanging. But our belief about the truth can change 
a. When we discovered the earth was round, the truth about the earth didn't 

change, only our belief about it 
D. Beliefs cannot change the truth 

a. A sincere person can believe the earth is flat, but that does not make it flat 
E. Truth is not affected by the attitude of the person professing it 

a. Truth doesn't change depending upon if an arrogant or humble person professes 
it 

F. All truths are absolute truths 



a. Example: I, Dan Demshar taught a Sunday morning lesson in the Butler School on 
April 3rd, 2022. It is not relative. It is true for everyone, everywhere 
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Discovering truths by learning the skill to detect self-defeating statements 
 

A. What are examples of self-defeating statements:  
a. I can't speak a word in English; 
b. My biological parents had no children that lived; 
c. My biological sister is an only child; 

B. If you are able to identify self-defeating statements, it will save you much time 
a.  You will not go down intellectual cul de sacs that wind up to be self-defeating.  
b. It will give you more time to search for the real truth.  
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Other self-defeating statements 

• There is no truth 
o Ask: Is that absolutely true? 

------------------ 
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• It's true for you but not for me?  
o Ask: "is that true for everybody?" 
o Say: "Try that with your bank teller." "Give me a 1,000. The teller says you only 

have $6 in your account. Say "That's true for you but not for me. Give me the 
1,000" 

o Try that on a Police Officer 
▪ Officer: We clocked you driving 60 mph in a 30mph zone.  
▪ You: that’s your truth not mine. My truth is that I was driving 25mph in 

the zone.  
o Gravity: true for you and not for me? 
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• You can’t know truth 
o Ask: “Then how do you know that’s true?” 

------------------ 
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• No one knows the truth 
o Ask: “Then how do you know it’s true that no one knows the truth?” 
o If no one knows the truth, then how do you know it’s true that no one knows the 

truthy? If no one knows the truthy, then you can’t know the truth that no one 
knows the truth.  
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Tolerance vs Intolerance 

A. Definition of Tolerance 
1. Tolerance does not mean that you agree with someone. Tolerance means that 

you do NOT agree with someone.  
2. Definition: “To recognize and respect others’ beliefs and practices without 

sharing them.” 
B. What does it look like?  

1. Disagreement with others who hold a different view, but respecting the right of 
the other to hold their view 

2. Therefore able to engage in discussion and debate without name calling.  
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C. What is intolerance 
1. When we do NOT recognize or respect the right of others to have views that 

differ from our views 
D. What does intolerance look like?  

1. Disrespectful behavior can result in name calling such as:  
1. “Phobic”,  
2. “Bigoted”,  
3. “Hate speech” 



2. Attempted shut down of the person themselves such as  
1. Financial punishment (ruin of a business or reputation) 
2. Boycott 
3. Shout them down 

3. Result: discourages discourse and meaningful interaction  
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E. Boston College professor Peter Kreeft says: 
1. “Be egalitarian regarding persons. Be elitist regarding ideas.” 
2. “Be egalitarian” refers to having respect for others.  
3. “Be elitist” means that not all ideas have the same value. Some ideas are good, 

others bad. Some are right, others wrong. Some are better than others. Some 
are the best.  

4. This is where discussion, dialog and debate with respect comes in 
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Truth and Intolerance 

A. The problem:  
a. People say that Christians are intolerant and have hate speech when they say 

that Jesus is the only way to heaven.  
B. Question: When I make a statement about a math truth, then am I not excluding all 

other answers that do not correspond to the truth? 
a. Example: 2 + 2 = 4. I am excluding all others numbers except 4 as the correct 

answer.  
C. Question: Does that mean that a person is intolerant when they exclude all other 

numbers?  
a. No, they are tolerant. Tolerance means the other numbers have a right to exist, 

but they are simply wrong.  
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D. Question:  
a. A doctor gives you the prescription that one and only one drug will cure your 

disease.  



b. Do you believe they are intolerant and is it hate speech against other drugs when 
they exclude all other drugs from the answer?  

i. No.  
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c. This is the same as Jesus.  
i. Truth is arrow 

ii. Situation: one and only one way will cure your ailment of sin 
iii. Jesus stated that “I am the way, truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” (John 14:6).  
iv. Jesus is not intolerant or all other religious, he does not make hate 

speech. He is tolerant of other religions, but he believes they are simply 
wrong.  
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E. You are entitled to your own beliefs and opinions.  
a. You can believe it or not believe it.  
b. But you are NOT entitled to your own facts.  
c. Jesus made the claim that He is the only way  
d. How you evaluate the claim is entirely up to you.  

 
 
Conclusion 
There is absolute truth 
Next time we will discover truths about God 

 


